
     

 
 

CASE J 
 

NETTINGTON TOWN COUNCIL – COUNCILLOR GOLD 
 
Summary 
 
The complainant refers to the town hall at Nettington, which belongs to the town 
council. It is reported that the county registration service rents offices at the town hall 
and Town Councillor Gold is employed as a registrar. It is also reported that 
Councillor Gold declared an interest in an agenda item regarding the town hall at a 
council meeting on 24 May 2004. It is further reported that in 2005, it was agreed in 
principle to hand the town hall over to a charitable trust, make a grant to the trust and 
to seek legal advice. It is also reported Councillor Gold is one of three councillors to 
be on a joint working group with the trust. 
 
Following legal advice, on 27 February 2006 the council “reaffirmed” earlier 
resolutions concerning the trust, with Councillor Gold voting in favour. It is also 
reported that after she became town mayor in May 2006, she put herself forward as 
the council representative on the trust. The complainant refers to a meeting between 
councillors and the trust which took place on 3 July 2006. She says she had asked 
for the minutes but had been told that it was an informal meeting, which was not the 
impression created beforehand. 
 
The complainant has also provided a report of the “Nettington Town Hall Joint 
Working Group”, which includes Councillor Gold. It states that she has had final sight 
of the draft briefing for the solicitor who would be drawing up the draft lease for the 
town hall. The draft briefing refers to the “need to agree continuing office space for 
the town clerk and use of the council chamber for meetings at a favourable rent and 
for the Registrar at the rent negotiated with the county council…”. The complainant 
has also provided a covering memo from the town clerk, which states that the brief 
will be discussed with Councillor Gold and other members.  
 
It is thereby alleged that Councillor Gold has a conflict of interest between the town 
council and her employer, which rents her place of work from the council in the 
building whose future is under consideration. It is also alleged that having previously 
acknowledged this, Councillor Gold has subsequently become more closely involved 
in the issue without declaring an interest. 
 






























